THOMAS ALVA EDISON                            185

pened which was to alter the whole course of his life.
He was waiting at the station for his train to come in,
when a little child wandered on to the track and started
playing on the rails along which a truck was being
shifted. Thomas saw the child's peril just in time, and
leaping forward, dragged it aside and restored it to its
frightened father safe and sound. The father turned
out to be a telegraphist, and, anxious to reward Thomas
for his deed, the grateful man offered to teach him his
trade free of charge.

Here was a chance not to be missed. Thomas ac-
cepted the offer at once, and proved himself such an apt
pupil that within a.year he had been installed as tele-
graphist at Port Huron. From there he was soon trans-
ferred across the border to Stratford Junction, Ontario,
where he was given the job of night operator. Night
work was often a sleepy business, so to make sure that
the new operator kept awake, it was the custom to put
through hourly signals from the American side of the
frontier, to which Thomas was expected to make a reply.
This did not suit young Edison at all. He was, of course,
supposed to rest during the day, but he wanted the day
for study and experiments, with the result thslt he some-
times went short of sleep and found it necessary to make
up arrears at night when he was supposed to be awake.
At first the hourly signals interfered with his slumbers,
but the budding inventor soon found a way out of the
difficulty. He made a simple contrivance which he
.attached to a clock. This he joined up with the tele-
graph line, and fixed it in such a manner that every
hour when the signal came through the correct reply